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It was raining cats and dogs. :
D S prent e eme SRR S

Hamid ! what do you mean by that?

s WS
: 4" é;f

Sir! T mean it was raining heavily.

Then say so.
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The Summer Vacation of 1938
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‘The Young Ghalib Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan
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A Rememberance The Rev. W. G. Bailey

Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan Professor Khwaja Ghulam Sadiq
Shakespeare Quatercentenary Speech Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan
A Letter of Condolence Professor Basil Willey

Homage to a Friend Professor Sirajuddin

Mian Bashir Ahmad Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan
A Meaningful Life Mr Hassan Habib

A Teacher There Was Professor Iftikhar Ahmad

A Committed Teacher

Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan—
A Tribute

Professor Razi Abedi

Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah

IN MEMORIAM

Professor Irshad-ul-Hasan

is a tribute to the memory of Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan,
n 1974 was deeply mourned by the nation. A Cantabrigian and a
cellor of the Punjab University, he was a great educationist and
research on Igbal and Ghalib is an important milestone in
cism. As founder-Principal of Islamia College, Civil Lines, he
d classes, founded Engllsh Study Circle and M.A.
ivities, fostered amicable ties

v:‘;n;ems to research and co-
faculty, narrowed the gulf between the teachers and the students,
College campus enviably quiet and disseminated gospels of courtesy
help through Good Manners Weeks and Community Development
He burnished the image of the College and enriched its traditions by

premium on talent and merit and attracting teachers of outstanding
. He possessed, among other sterling qualities, transparency which, while
that he had a character with no need for cupboards in which to secrete
etons, carved a niche for him in the hearts of all those who came into contact
him. His rare quuh!y in this strident age was that there was no malice in
He was a 1 man of hable integrity. He had
rong convictions and he expressed them freely with little regard to the cost.
perfectionist in morals. he was a purist in language Painfully aware
of the disintegration of the English I he d in his
Wnngs to revive concepts of linguistic clarity and pamculanty in the face of
E He meticulously undertook the difficult and lonely
~ exercise of d with self i djectives and redundant adverbs,
paring experience down to the barest detail and leaving out all kinds of vague-
ness and inelegant structure. A conscientious and thought-provoking teacher, he
enabled his students to step into a larger and more varied world, made them feel
that the of k ledge was the L of an exciting ad: and
that limitati i fi i and grim realities invested life with
challenging charm and fiery possibilities. His classicism, humanism and
fastidiousness inspired his colleagues to engage in fruitful endeavour while his
Promethean spirit blazed a shining trail for generations to follow. May his soul
rest in peace.

© N W N -

PROFESSOR HAMID AHMAD KHAN
1 November 1903 — 22 March 1974
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LtoR: ® J. Lehrberger, S. Ali, C. Hasan, S. Ullah, A. H. Beg,
K. Siddiq, S. A. Rashid ® T. Butt, K. Waheed, I. Hasan,
M. Ahmad, M. Yasin, G. M. Din, A. I. K
K. Ahmad, S. Safdar, S. Ahmad, A. R.
S. B. Rizvi, E. J. Ansari ® M. H. Siddigi,
R. Ali, M. Israr, A.K. Abdullah, Z. A. Qureshi,

o

'V @ayu of the C’o[[zge gou'mafs

iti i mad Khan
ow are a few writings of Professor Hamid Ah )
the pages of the Crescent, the Faran and the Islamia

ORIAL (the Crescent, March 1949).

0 rrow to the New Year in a more cheerful mood than we
Y‘:ﬂ:ﬂmx in the years immediately preceding. Our .preunt
ngs from known and tangible causes—our achievements in 1948.
we vindicated ourselves as a nation in the eyes of the vh.ole v:rodd.
fibre was tested when, at a most trying time, God in his wisdom
0 take away the Qaid-i-Azam from our midst. The East 'md West
as we stood with heads bowed in grief at the great mhm:ty of Sep'-
th. Our friends feared—and our enemies hoped—thu. we might fail
and fall. For the hand that had guided and sustained us for years
in the dust of the grave. But no craven heart quaked, no fa.lfenlng
rbed the greatness of that awful hour. 'We stood up to that crisis with
determination which had linked us with the Great Leader. That was a
‘gain which came in the wake of a most grievous loss. Anr_lourhﬂrum
in gratitude to God who was with us throughout those solemn days of

sorrow.,

Far humbler, but no less pure, is another source of satisfaction. We refer
ur come-back as an educational institution. About three years ago we stepped
 from the shadow of our walls at the call of the nation. Our struggles and
ievements in that glorious cause are now a part of history. So no more of

Yet there is thing else that must be
from politics to academics. We do take pride in that pafom‘zancz, as who
Il not? For when once the floods are out, their flow is not easily coaxed back
the original channels, Great praise is due to the zeal of tho?e quift v.lorkzn
~ of the College Staff who made the miracle possible. Our o:duut.wnnl life is now
perfectly normal in its adventures among books and ideas. Once more the
J istered study and the midnight lamp | Indndi‘if;her.ecanbew;?::ho;fw:
K thing, we would say there is now too much of seriousness,

3 ﬁa glndiring: in the Co?lege Hall, a friendly critic among visitors protested ta.
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WITH THE STAFF MEMBERS (

I. A. Siddiqi,
amali, W. Qureshi, A. B. Ghaznavi,

P
1962)

Beg, A. Farooq, S. Hussain, M. Safdar, D. B. Mirza, F. H. Bokhari, R.
M. Maru.

K. M. Rafi, P. Mohammad, H. A. Hagq,
H. A. Kidwai, M. M. Wasim, A. / d,

., puls

H. A. Khan, K. G. Sadiq, E. Cyprian, Shamsuddin,
M. Nasir, S. M. Yameen, Akhtaruddin,
A. Yar

® S. Hilal, N. Ahmad, A. Ali,
Sheikh,

Behind this transformation s our.
foined the College in September, 1045, We
wishes. We should have liked to bid him
wishes never come late and, in any case, we feel
mind the delay, for the Crescent and he are old friends. W
say with the well-known merry twinkle in his eyes: “Better |

4 POSTS‘CRIPT‘(M Crescent, November-December 1950).

[The November-December 1950 issue of the Crescent was alrea
press when Dr, Taseer died suddenly on 30 November 1950, The follo
inserted as a Ppostscript in that issue,]

God has in His wisdom stricken us with a great sorrow. Our

Principal, Dr. M. D. Taseer, is no more.  He was suddenly taken ay
from us on the black morni is d

tent. So let him rest in eternal peace.

This blow has touched our life at many levels and in many spheres
Think of his family—Salman, Maryam, Selma, Begum Taseer, think
the Islamia College, think of the Punjab University, think of this
of Lahore, of this province and this country,—the political chess-board.

It is said that a void is repugnant to Nature ; but the void created
by a human being must for ever remain unfilled. Which Man can ever
replace another Man ? P, lity is unique, lastingly unique, And
Dr. Taseer’s Ppersonal uniqueness was so utterly overwhelming.
]i'eizmwhznhemattheve

e ry peak of his great powers—
ating with life, vibrant with energy, in the midst of the turmoil of
affairs, It is difficult to believe that he is really dead. Death and Dr.
Taseer were 5o incompatible | And yet, during the last days, he had
sometimes, in his own smiling way, complained of the heavy strain o

i
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that strain is over ; there is no more work
e rest in God’s mercy for ever and ever !

here that the well-known Taseer Number of t.be
rofessor Hamid Ahmad Khan in February-April
ser Number is not only a lively portrayal and a tribute
beautiful literary endeavour.)

(the first issue of the Faram, April 1959).

ith the national reforms in education at that time, TIslamia

cated in 1958. The Civil Lines campus was .nllntted to

Railway Road campus fo the intermediate portion. The

at the old campus and the degree college brought out a new
ely the Faran.]

to the Editorial Board of the FARAN fm: affording me an
ess a few words to readers of this first issue of the College

by observing what a great pity it is that the printed word—
of derful h 1 i for i d human
I i ivi tact between
d have in effect reduced occasions of living con
The teacher has receded into the shadow. The bc.mk looms
around. Had this not been so, it would have been easier to see
; ponr delusion that education is no better than book.-lurdt;:::f-
i i : the goal of education is & %
:u one cf thz" .mtermcdnte uaéenh.u“.e go A et
JJaces, thought of education in these terms alone.

moderns have resorted to education on an industrial uca!l:. 'I;l:
ch is gone, or all but gone. On this account, we should .ull e ;n s
that in teaching and learning we are striving for the atummznhti :h oem
¢ human values. In the scale of values there are some wl h:re
own : we share them with others. Efficiency, for instance, b:ehn sl e
‘machines ; power, with the beasts ; and wisdom, of course, fgwx
re, however, is essentially human. It is the mo.st ) precious of %
ons. Unless our education makes us cultured men, it is not worth the A
paper on which it comes to us. ] %
~ Culture is a matter of adjustment within us and without. Ourown being -

i relationship with the living
inwardly balanced before we seek a balanced il S

d us. Let us regard ion as a prep
THE FARAN 23
for the best amongst us.

and a flag—until yesterday. Let us lower this flag in
tus.  Let it fly half-mast to mourn the loss of all that we
ay—honour and a fair name, good manners and civilized
affection, and a state of blessedness attained through service.

and some teachers at least will understand, and feel the
vy heart. With me, they will tow their heads in grief

this day as a day of mourning.

E FROM THE PRINCIPAL (For the first issue of the
Bulletin, 19 September 1959).

to give fellow-members of the College my good wishes and
appearancz of our College Bulletin. For this happy event we are
initiative of tw> enterprising spirits among younger members of

the College entered on its present graduate phase, some of us
' building an institution which, at least in terms of moral discipline,
ve an Islamic character, But dreams are intangible things, and do not
into reality overnight. Our progress has been slow and painful,
one will deny that we have kept moving forward. The College Bulletin
dly another step forward.

is another step forward because it brings us a little nearer to our
ation of making the Coliege what it ought to be. A College is a
ere like-minded persons work together for the attainment of wmm?n
College is at once a family and a civilized commuoity. It is a family
‘members of a College are bound to each other by a vital, human
hip. It is a civilized community because members of a college w?rk. not
duals (not merely as a lecturer or as a student), but as an organized :A.nd
1 group ious of its it ite p lity—a group which
ns constructively in the interest of all—is considerate for individuals, but
for a moment forgets the whole. In order so to function memher's o'f a
must know each other and must face probl in

each other.

The College Bulletin is going to put us in touch with each other. Let us
e full use of the opportunities the Bulletin opens to us. With the necessary

22 THE FARA!

outward adjustments. If our sense of discipline is passing from control to self-

control, we are educating 1 If we are eliminating resis-

tances, we are educating ourselves. If we are not treading on other prople’s toes
Ily as well as physicall, are educati 1

S

Ahundred years ago. culture was defined by a great Englishman as
sweetness and light. We have had enough of light, I think Let us have some
sweetness now.

10 March 1959 HAMID AHMAD KHAN
A _POSTSCRIPT (the Faran January—February 1962).

[Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan became Principal of Islamia College in May
1958. As a man and as a scholar, as a teacher and as an educationist, he
cherished some things. One of the foremost among these was the sanctity (and
the importance of this sanctity) of the academic lifeand the teacher-student
relationship. He worked hard, day and night, for his goals. His achievements
were many and are well-known. His Colleagues and his pupils loved him. But
on 31 January 1962 bis efforts suffered a setback when a few students of th
College, without taking the Principal into confid ized a d i
on the streets of Lahore (on some issue against the Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam).
Professor Hamid Abmad Khan resigned from Principalship, and although his
c?lleagues and his pupils and the Anjuman succeeded by late evening in making
him agree to stay, yet he was terribly hurt and aggrieved. Next day, when he
returned to College, he addressed the “family”” in the following words. (This
whole incident is recounted by Professcr Sajjad Bagir Rizvi in an article in the
Urdu Section of this issue).] >

POSTSCRIPT
(Principal’s speech at a College meeting
held on | February 1962)

It is with a sorrowing heart, and as a much older man than I felt onl:
day before, that I come back to the College today, seeking a spark of honam}-,i:
the dust 'aud ashes of yesterday. Yesterday, the hand of murder shot out—in the
dar.k. as it always does—and at one blow killed that which we had held dear, that
which we had reared in months and years of toil and travail. ;

My confidence in the goodness of our i iri
y young men is shaken. The spirit of
evil hnf gone forth over the streets of Lahore to besmirch the bright name :f the
Collegé 'and blacken it in the eyes of the world.  All around is now a scene of

24

goodwill on our part, the Bulletin will help rm"in‘mi‘lmle‘of'be!onging to:the
College and to each other. 3

This is what makes the appearance of the Bulletin an auspicious event.
Slowly, but surely, the College is forging itself into an instrument of corporate
activity.

A NOTICE (the Islamia College Bulletin, 23 September 1961).

Attention of members of the College is invited once again to the good old
Pakistani tradition which makes a greeting to each other in the morning, and
later in the course of the day, the sine qua non of decent behaviour. 1 am sure we
can all indulge in this essential kind of courtesy without much cost to ourselves.
From younger people to their elders the customary Islamic salaam is almost a
religious injunction. Our College takes disciplinary notice of distegard of
this duty.

1 expect every student to set, and leave behind, this particular example of
civilized conduct for generations of Islamia College students who will follow.

ProrEssor Hasio Aunmap Kian,
Principal.

TO A STUDENT OF THE COLLEGE (the Islamia College Bulletin, 23

March 1963).

To **A student of the College”
who sent me his ‘Id greetings *'incognito’”

Anonymous letters are not welcome as a rule, and are better left un-
answered. But there are exceptions to every rule and I am going to make one in
your case.

1 was both surprised and pleased to get your extremely cordial and respect-
ful greetings on the occasion of ‘Id-ul-Fitr’. Please accept my thanks and kindest
regards in return. I wish it were possible for me to be more specific and to
indulge in details as you have so affecti ly done. The is denied
to me since you have chosen to appear under a mask. But you are certainly a
person in the College, and I may, therefore, venture through this notice to com-
runicate to you my very best wishcs for your health and happiness.

13th March 1963,

! Proressor Hamip Asnap Kiaw,
Principal,



Professor Sirajuddin addresses
a College Convocation

Hafiz Jullundari reciting his poems in a College Function

A PERFECTIONIST

Professor Eric Cyprian

Hamid Ahmad Khan was the embodiment of some of the best
the East and the West. Both as an administrator and as a scholar he
by the rigorous standards of the West and by the best in the traditions

What impressed most in him was his passionate and meticulous
details. Whether he was drafting a letter, organising a formal cere-
the college, or just arranging a routine meeting, he would take infinite
get things just right. He would be most precise in his instructions and
everything himself down to the last minute detail, leaving nothing to
In all his work he made heavy demands on his subordinates, but he
spared himself in seeing that work was carried as planned. He was
ent of shoddy work done half-heartedly or carelessly. It was this quality
de Islamia College during the years that he was its Principal, ore of the
leges in the country.

- Although he sometimes appeared to be a martinet, he had a wholesome
red of bureaucratic methods, and under his stern exterior there always beat a
tender heart. He made all his subordinates work hard, but he was always
of their needs and feelings especially of his menial staff. His sympathetic
and regard for those who had the good fortune to work under him came
n a deep genuine human feeling for those who were less fortunate than him-
Poor students, people in distress and all those who were in any kind of need
always certain of finding in Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan a helpful friend
would go out of his way to render what assistance he could to relieve distress.

Khan Sahib was primarily a scholar, devoted to the things of the mind.

ibutions to the devel of Urdu, his criticism, his labours as an
spiring teacher are tco well known for me to say much on this occasion. In his
ry work he was a perfectionist, never satisfied with second rate work.

Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan belonged to a class which is rapidly dis-
K aring from Pakistan and with his passing away it seems to me that a whole
‘epoch of humanist schoiarship has also passed away.

A MANUAL WORK-CAMP ON THE COLLEGE CAMPUS

From L. to R. Professors

The Principal Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan S. Abu Bakar Ghaznavi, K. G. Sadiq,
and Professor Eric Cyprian

Irshadul Hassan and G. Mohiyuddin

A General View
The Tuck-Shop (under construction) is in the background

Hamid Ahmad Khan Of Pakistani Linguistics

—Professor Anwar S. Dil

Hamid Ahmad Khan (1903-74), well-k for his distinguished contribu-
tions to Pakistani ed and li was a | scholar whose active

1 in the sociol affairs of his country assure him a prominent
place among Pakistani linguists.

Born in an eminent literary family of Wazirabad, Panjab, he was educated
at the local Church of Scotland High School where he came in contact with the
famous British linguist Grahame Bailey whose studies in Panjabi language, in
particular, inspired Hamid Ahmad Khan (somehow he was generally called by his
full name) by awakening his interest in dying 1 as a soci Itural

h and in learning a | well. Bailey had learnt Panjabi with
such facility and distinction that it must have inspired Hamid Ahmad Khan to
learn English with equal competence. For Urdu he had his elder brother
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, a brilliant poet and orator, as a challenging model. In
his time Hamid Ahmad Khan acquired an enviable command over Panjabi, Urdu
and English, a good knowledge of Classical Persian and Classical Arabic, besides
a working knowledge of a number of languages and dialects of the sub-continent.
For his bachelor’s degree he went to Osmania University (Hyderabad, Deccan)
where his love for Urdu received new stimulus in a literary and cultural climate
in which the cultivation and promotion of Urdu language was highly valued.
For his master’s degree in English language and literature he studied at the
Government College, Lahore, where he was introduced to phonetics and social
dimensions of language behavior by J. R. Firth, Later he earned an M. Litt.
degree from Cambridge University.

Hamid Ahmad Khan started his teaching career at Islamia College, Lahore,
in 1934, and in course of time became known as one of the most distinguished
teachers and scholars of English in the province. His love for Urdu language and
literature was expressed through his active participation in literary i
his founding the Bazm-e-Farogh-e Urdu (Society for the Promotion of Urdu),
and contributing essays in literary journals such as Humayun, Makhzan, and Adabi
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Roaming through Monuments
of Classical Greece (1960)

eaving on a Foreign Tour (1960)

A REMEMBERANCE
~—The Rev. W, Grahame Bailey

The Rev. W. Grahame Bailey is the son of Dr. T. Grahame Bailey,
the well-known orientalist who taught English to Professor Hamid
Ahmad Khan in a Wazirabad School more than halj a century ago.
We are told that Dr. Bailey, a missionary from Scotland who could
speak excellent idiomatic Punjabi, once asked the boy Hamid Ahmad
Khan what he wanted to be in life. As the young boy looked for an
answer, the teacher continued, "*I'll tell you what you will be.  You
will be a Professor of English I As the Rev, Bailey recounts in this
short note, Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan made contact with his late
| teacher's son when he visited the United Kingdom in 1960.

It gives me very great personal pleasure to write a short note about the
late Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan, ime Vice-Chancellor of the Universi
of the Punjab.

Dr. Hamid Ahmad Khan was known to me because as a boy he was a
student in the Mission High School in Wazirabad, where he was taught English
by my father, the late Dr. T. Grahame Bailey (Nizam’s Reader in Urdu in the
University of London). His ability as a scholar impressed my father, and led to
a deep mutual respect. My father's exceptional knowledge of Urdu, and even
more his detailed familiarity with Punjabi impressed his pupils : and was later
matched by Dr. Khan's own knowledge of the English language and English
literature.

I first met the Professor about ten years ago, when he was on an official
visit to Britain and was kind enough to make the 400 mile journey from London
to Edinburgh, in order to meet the son of his old teacher : and we had a very
happy day together, making a ‘pilgrimage’ to the home of Sir Walter Scott.

Little did I think that day that within a few years I should return to
Pakistan, and have the privilege of meeting the Vice-Chancellor again, and being
entertained by him in his official residence, and later visiting him in his
own home.

He was obviously a thoughtful scholar and an able administrator : but
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With a friend in Trafalgar Square, London (1960)
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~ sincerety of his investment.

r Hamid Ahmad Khin speaking at the Africa-Asia Islamic Conference
Bandung (1964). He led the Pakistani delegation to this Conference

p AT
A General View of the Conference
Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan, a Conference Vice Chairman
can be seen on the right
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,'v Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan bore the victimization. He alone was the
Iver lining in that dark cloud.

Having no claim to literary worth myself, I will not comment on his well-

n and well-recognised eminence as a scholar and critic in Urdu Literature.
owever his strong belief in the over-riding need for promoting and consolidating
onal outlook, dentity, and 1i ion in Pakistan, and the
place that Urdu, as the national language, must have in this important

nal purpose and process, is something that I was always readily able to

e, with, regretfully, little to contribute. A couple of years ago when there

a revival of interest in gradually replacing English with Urdu as the Office
age, | had set up a small group at the Staff College to help us develop Staff
llege capability for conducting administrative training courses in Urdu, as well

s special courses for senior officers in the use of Urdu for office and development
work. At my request Professor Hamid Abmad Khan had kindly agreed to pre-

side over this group.
4 He was always willing to lend support and contribute to good causes.
Meeting him was an uplifting experience—one was left feeling two inches taller.
 His highest dignity was the dignity he gave to others. His high intergity was visible
in his simplicity, humility and ungreed. Undoubtedly his life-work will continue
~ and gain even greater strength and momentum. Such was the sterling quality and

Laying a wreath at the mausoleum of Ataturk (1967)

A Teacher There Was

—Professor Iftikhar Ah

There have been teachers and teachers but Hamid Ahmad Khan was
teacher with a difference. He was neither a magician nor a saint ; he was a pure,
solid teacher with a sense of mission, dedicated to the cause of education, Hi

cho-e teaching as the career of his life and he never regretted his choice.
|

He strongly believed in the dignity of the profession and the dignity of the|
teacher. But he d his deep dissatisfaction with the way teachers were
recruited. As a result of the defective recruiting procedure quite a few ‘‘non-
ti-teachers’” had entered the noblest profession on earth. These

teachers'” or
people were mainly ible for the deterioration of educational dards and
also for the devaluation of the teachi i Professor Hamid Ahmad
Khan fought throughout his life to assert the superiority of the teacher and the
hi fessi The ition from the t led to his ional

vitriolic outburts  These outbursts were always justified, at least from the point
of view of a teacher with convictions. Professor Khan was a bold teacher; he had
the courage to say what he felt like saying, i of the that
followed.

For me the memory of Hamid Ahmad Khan has great value. He inspired
me in a way no other teacher could. Initially, the inspiration came only indirectly.
It was mediated through a third person. At that time I had not formally
graduated though Thad taken my exam and was hopefully awaiting the result.
I met one of his students who happened to be the elder brother of a very dear
friend of mine. This student seemed to have the greatest regard for his teacher.
He was particularly enamoured of his accent. Since we were educated at ordinary
schools where teachers played havoc with English vowels and consonants, we
were very curious to learn about the intricacies and complexities of English
accentuation. Since Phonetics (the science of pronouncing sounds) is a practical
subject, we had to hear the sounds correctly and properly articulated—before we
could imitate them in an approximately correct way. Someone, had to demons-
trate the quality of the sounds. This student had received a practical demonstra-
tion from his teacher in the class room. He was all praise for his expertise. As
an illustration of his virtuosity he articulated the word lirtle and apologized to me
1 suddenly became aware of my appalling pronuncia-

66

for his poor performance.












